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HONDURAS. 


n>-   CoiiKiil    10.   >l.   I.awtoii,  Tegucig;al|ia,   Sri»(riii1>er  -I. 

Altlu)iio;li  ihe  cen.siis  of  1010  gives  Ilondni'iis  r)r);5.44()  inhabitants, 
these  hgiires  are  acknowledged  to  be  incomplete,  especially  Avith  ref- 
erence to  the  rural  sections  and  the  ])aitly  unexplored  Department  of 
Mosquito.  Tt  is  i-easonable  to  sui)pose  that  the  present  actual  popu- 
lation is  not  less  than  050.000. 

The  crops  of  11)15  were  below  normal,  due  to  di-ought  and  grass- 
hoi)per  plague,  and  for  that  reason  there  were  increased  imports  of 
flour,  corn,  and  other  food  ])roducts.  The  crop  ])roduction  in  the 
fiscal  year  1014—15  is  shown  herewith.  Weights  are  given  in  short 
tons  of  2,000  pounds  each. 


Products. 

Quantitj'. 

]'roclurt<!. 

Quantity. 

Com 

Tom. 

111,422 
12,327 
7,015  ' 
1,620 

Vucca 

Tona. 
40,50.1 
430 

Maicillo 

Wheat 

Beaiis 

1,930 
45 

Rice 

Cattle  raising  is  gradually  assuming  a  greater  degree  of  impor- 
tance. Prices  have  increased  and  land  for  grazing  pin-poses  is  in 
demand.  Banana  pi'oduction  is  gradually  decreasing  except  on  the 
lands  of  tlie  foreign  fruit  comi)anies.  and  worn-out  banana  lands  are 
being  gradually  replanted  in  sugar  cane,  coconuts,  and  other  i)rac- 
tical  produ.cts. 

Effect  of  the  European  War  on  Conditions  in  Honduras. 

Honduras  has  not  been  greatly  affected  by  the  Eui-opean  war. 
The  drop  in  the  price  of  silver  affected  the  banking  rate  of  exchange 
very  materially,  but  the  Government  did  not  declare  a  moratorium 
and  continued  to  meet  all  financial  obligations  jiromptly. 

The  (iovernment  revenues  for  1014-15  amounted  to  i*'5,0G4:,820. 
The  average  gold  rate  of  exchange  for  that  ]:)eriod  was  about  275 
per  cent,  making  the  value  of  public  revenues  in  United  States  ciu'- 
rency  $1,804,48(5.  The  value  in  silver  was  only  ?=8.-]0.()0{)  less  than 
the  i)rcceding  year  and  Pl()5.000  less  than  the  estimated  budget. 
The  banks  for  the  fiscal  year  1914—15  sold  drafts  on  American  banks 
to  the  value  of  $2,580,000  and  drafts  on  European  and  Central 
American  banks  amounting  to  $10:3,000. 
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SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 


Values  of  Imports  and  Exports,  by  Countries. 

The  followiiiii-  tahlo  of  inij)orts  and  exports  by  count rics  indicates 
that  tlie  tiade  of  Honduras  with  the  United  States  increased  from  82 
per  cent  in  1913-14  to  91  per  cent  in  1914-15 : 


Countries. 


United  States.... 

Germanv 

United  kingdom. 

France 

Guatemala 

Italy 

Spam 

Salvador 

Japan 

Nicaragua , 

Allotheas 


Total. 


Imports  from. 


1913-14 


$5,202,000 
.'■)22,000 
4<X),  0(K) 
112,000 
.'■)4,000 
43,000 
34,000 
28,000 
17,000 
13,000 
14,000 


1914-15 


$5, 


$C,  C25, 000 


177,000 
90,000 

327,000 
55,000 
89,000 
25,000 
31,000 
7,000 
0,000 
17,000 
44,000 


5,874,000 


E.xports  to. 


1913-14 


$2,974,000 

105,000 

53,000 

4,000 

181,000 

120 


28,000 


14,000 
2,000 


3,421,120 


1914-15 


$3,011,000 

703 

14,000 


45,000 
4,000 


8,000 


454 
29,000 


3, 142, 157 


Articles  Imported  and  Countries  of  Origin. 

The  following  table  of  imports  into  Honduras  for  the  fiscal  years 
ended  July  31,  1913-14  and  1914-15  is  as  accurate  as  it  was  possible 
to  make  it,  considering  the  limited  sources  of  information,  and  is 
the  first  detailed  compilation  of  Honduras  imports  ever  produced 
The  figures  represent  the  total  imports  of  certain  articles,  with  the 
amounts  from  the  prmcipal  coimtries  of  origin : 


Articles  and  countries  of 
origin. 


Animals •. 

United  States 

Arms  and  ammunilion 

United  States 

(j  erman  y 

United  Kingdom 

Automobiles 

United  States 

BreadstuHs: 

Corn 

United  States 

Rice 

United  States 

Germany 

P'lour 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

All  other  l(rcadstuJls 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

Buttons 

Germany 

United  States 

Candle> 

United  States 

<  Icrmany 

United  Kingdom 

Cement 

United  States ' 

Chemicals,  drugs,  dyes,  and 

medicines 

United  States 

Germany 

United  Kingdom 

Clocks,  watches,  and  part^... 

United  States 

Italy 

Coal: 

United  States 

Copper 

United  States '. 

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of: 

Cloth 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

France .". 


1913-14 


$10,284 
10,284 
42,961 
36,918 
2, 354 
2,770 
22,621 
21,939 

11,074 

10,914 

82, 124 

72, 218 

9,310 

354,037 

350, 865 

2,459 

48,541 

39,872 

6,515 

1,276 

7,761 

3,788 

2,833 

04, 149 

31,310 

25,710 

:{,'.»31 

27, 2J5 

26,761 

317,063 
252,962 
50,413 
7,223 
6,078 
2, 900 
2,600 

38,026 

4,822 
3,408 

O.M,  461 
052, 3,80 
217,920 
37, 771 
18,910 


1914-15 


$27,918 
27, 147 
37,705 
36,364 


29,431 
29,431 

200,610 
200,483 
112,027 
110,194 

1,421 
429, 109 
424, 142 

3,923 
12,705 
12,061 


3,081 
876 

1,956 
48, 809 
42, 737 

1,417 

2, 359 
37,016 
36,484 

272,213 
256,270 
3,608 
9, 017 
3,770 
3,467 


Articles  and  countries  of 
origin. 


58,387 
2.5, 213 
19, 140 

796,927 
593,929 
110,138 
9,160 
16,402 


Cotton,    and    manufactures 
of — Continued. 

Clothing 

United  States , 

Germany 

United  Kingdom 

Thread 

United  Kingdom 

United  States , 

Germany , 

All  other  cotton,  and  man- 

ufacturesof 

United  States 

Germany 

United  Kingdom 

Dairy  products 

United  States 

Germany 

United  Kingdom 

Earthen  and  china  ware  and 

porcelain 

United  States 

Germany 

Electrical  goods 

United  States 

Germany 

E.\plosi-.  es 

United  States ] 

Fibers,  manufactures  of 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Fish,  cured  or  preserved 

United  States 

Germany 

Fruits,  canned  or  preserevd. 

United  States 

Glass  and  glassware 

United  States 

Germany 

Hats  and  naps 

ITnited  States 

Germany 

Hay  and  forage 

United  States 

lustniments,  scientific 

I'nited  States , 

Genu any 


1913-14 


$153,622 

102, 144 

22,120 

16,022 

52,  731 

42,285 

4,195 

4,038 

225  755 
108,245 
67,748 
30,491 
55,452 
42, 499 
6,299 
5,323 

32,173 
15,711 
14,800 
19,944 
17,073 
2,795 
67,506 
66,956 
.53,998 
32,234 
17,736 
32,969 
24,307 
6,441 
47,083 
40,338 
40,558 
25,506 
13,177 
41,355 
25,826 
4,790 
29,013 
29,013 
15,225 
12,205 
2,513 


1914-15 


$170,819 
154, 975 
4,241 
6,849 
32,264 
27, 399 
2,652 
1,060 

107,741 
59,225 
9,131 
27,795 
05,42S 
60,204 
1,950 
1,833 

14,179 
10,949 

1,735 
27,656 
26,693 
96:1 
75,078 
75,069 
29, 952 
25, 872 

3,358 
24,600 
20,354 

1,340 
29,383 
25,960 
37,370 
31,925 

3,704 
20,914 
21,688 

1,326 
2r>,  937 
25,937 
7,614 
5,530 
1,J67 


HOxSIDUKAS. 


Artii'lcs  and  countries  of 
origin. 


Iron  and  stool  and  manufac- 
tures of: 
Bars,  rotls,  plates,  cast- 
ings, structural,  etc 

United  States 

Germany • 

United  Kingdom 

Cutlery 

United  States 

Germany 

United  Kingdom 

Domestic  ware  including 

enamel 

United  States 

(ierraany 

United  Kingdom 

Machinery 

United  States 

German  V 

United  kingdom 

Rails 

United  States 

Tools  and  implements 

United  States 

Germany 

United  Kingdom 

Wire 

United  States 

All  other  manufactures... 

United  States 

Germany 

United  Kingdom 

Jewelrj[ 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

United  States 

Mexico , 

Leather  and  manufactures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes , 

United  States , 

Germany , 

Leather  and  tanned  skins. 

United  States 

Germany 

United  Kingdom 

All  others 

United  States 

United  liingdom 

Germany 

Matches 

United  States 

G  ermany 

Meat  products 

United  States 

Musical  instruments 

United  States 

Germany 

United  kingdom 

Oils: 

Animal 

United  States 

Mineral 

United  States 

Vegetable 

United  States 

Taints  and  varnishes 

United  States 

Germany 

Paper  and  manufactures  of: 
Books  and  printed  matter. 

United  States 

■Writing,     glazed,     and 

blank-  books 

United  States 

Germany... 

Newspaper  and  all  others. 

United  States 

Germany 


1913-14 


$261,297 
247,233 
7,689 
6,2S3 
15,179 
7, 533 
5,25.8 
2,137 

55, 221 

43,378 

9,348 

2,354 

359, 997 

281,861 

37,992 

26,097 

241,900 

241,541 

118, 584 

93,  760 

13,336 

10, 652 

32, 677 

30,619 

441.304 

428,910 

8,072 

3,376 

18,448 

6,853 

4,172 

973 


1914-15 


213,955 

209,690 

1,4.30 

25, 572 

16, 860 

2,066 

1,057 

29,200 

14,050 

9,326 

4,895 

31, 757 

26,117 

5.091 

131,548 

129. 6.55 

19,656 

10,829 

0,197 

1,613 


5278, 129 

20S,  201 

1,652 

8,251 

25,349 

19,  ISO 

2,762 

3,027 

30,818 

24,905 

3,894 

1,856 

281,992 

272,627 

1,703 

5,639 

61,492 

61,492 

66,731 

03,892 

532 

2,008 

61,651 

61,479 

124, 156 

118, 739 

1,234 

3,409 

28, 323 

2,077 

509 

1,564 

23,860 

202, 4.52 
199,347 


16,720 
14,677 

1,000 

195 

25, 269 

17,005 

6,241 

1,254 
15,281 
13,946 

1,006 
167,471 
166, 116 
17,314 
15,544 

1,027 


11,288 

13,999 

9,752 

13,8.38 

89,078 

76,076 

86,463 

74,583 

12,421 

24,444 

9,7.52 

20,618 

34,708 

27,944 

30,914 

27,2S4 

2,894 

5 

15,003 

13,790 

10, 178 

10,855 

45,043 

28,933 

26,027 

20,117 

16,512 

3,848 

49,010 

35,922 

20,978 

27,380 

18,946 

4,539 

Articles  and  countries  of 
origin. 


Perfumery  and  toilet  prepara- 
tions   

United  Stat«3 

Germany , 

Trance , 

Railroad  cars , 

United  States , 

Rubber  and  manufacturers  of. 

United  States 

Silk,  manufacturers  of: 

Cloth 

United  States 

Clothing 

United  States 

Germany 

All  other  manufactures . . . 

United  States 

Soap 

United  Slates 

Sugar,  chocolate,  and  confec- 
tionery   

United  States 

Central  America 

United  Kingdom 

Salt 

United  States 

Spices 

United  StatK; 

Tobacco  and  manufactures  of. 

United  States 

Toys 

United  States 

Germany 

Vegetables,    preserved    and 

natural  state 

United  States 

Vehicles,  bicycles,  etc 

United  States 

Wines,  liquors,  and  bottled 
waters: 

Beer 

United  States 

Germany 

Mineral  waters 

United  States 

Germany , 

Spii'its 

United  States 

Germany 

France 

Wines 

United  States 

Germany 

France 

Wood  and  manufactures  of: 

Furniture 

United  States 

Germany 

Lumber 

United  States 

All  other  manufactures . . . 

United  States 

Germany 

Wool,  manufactures  of: 

Cloth 

Ignited  Kingdom.. 

Germany 

United  States 

All  others 

Clothing 

United  States 

All  others 

Miscellaneous 

United  States 

Germany 

United  Kingdom 

All  other  countries 


1913-14 


135,505 
18,566 
7,760 
5,249 

78,  OSS 
77, 408 
19,099 
14,521 

4,648 
2,405 
45,500 
23,852 
1,219 
21,685 
17,631 
49, 828 
47, 402 

124,476 
55, 424 
58, 176 
7,769 
11,874 
11,714 
7, 157 
5,701 
17,146 
10,386 
9,218 
4,179 
4,093 

57,562 
63,880 
17, 877 
17,787 


51,334 

34, 195 

12,911 

8,509 

3.645 

3;  118 

71,611 

31,364 

6,482 

20, 795 

116,944 

42,935 

32, 438 

18,477 

19, 470 

16,994 

2, 168 

608,388 

008,290 

69, 142 

65,949 

2,151 

29,813 

11,098 

8,285 

3,692 

0, 738 

4,418 

1,211 

C,  738 

61,:529 

35, 2()8 

IS,  .322 

2,669 

8,132 


1914-13 


$16,380 

13,  .376 

860 

1,713 

99,0,?» 
98,378 
12,280 
11,711 

4, 653 
1,705 
19,3S;{ 
18,731 
374 
12,598 
12, 133 
35,218 
34,271 

125,741 
35,598 
87,238 
2, 058 
8,071 
7,797 
10,360 
8,969 
20,520 
13, 436 
4, 746 
4,041 
506 

87,352 
82, 844 
24, 928 
24,907 


49, 196 

42,18S 

2,730 

6,119 

3,711 

540 

65,062 

35,566 

2,419 

13,095 

48,370 

19,340 

.8,538 

5,699 

24,464 

23,013 

941 

635,030 

634, 778 

26, 4.3fi 

25,797 

314 

19,856 

9, 782 

479 

7,743 

1,852 

3,260 

2,.'-)26 

1,852 

143,793 

123,4!>3 

5,676 

1,789 

12,875 


Value  of  Import  and  Export  Trade  by  Ports — Shipping. 

The   imports  at  Aniapala   during  the  fiscal  year   1914-15   wore 
valued  at  $1,598,000;  at  Puerto  Cortes,  $1,488,000;  and  r.t  Ceil)a, 
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4  SUPPLEMENT    TO   COMMERCE  J^EPORTS. 

$-J.20r»,000.     The  exports  at  the  sume  tlirec  jiorts,  in  tlie  order  named, 
were  valued  at  $1.-I-1S.()0():  $i)L>i).0()():  and  $sls.OOO. 

At  A.niai^ala.  tlu>  l^acilio  port,  diiiiiiir  the  calendar  year  11)15  there 
wore  l^i.'iS!)  tons  of  i>vneral  nierehaiidise  imported,  which  was  an 
increase  of  *i.41t2  tons  over  1!)14.  and  ('>.<)()()  tons  over  1!»1.'5.  This  is  ,. 
largely  accounted  for  hy  the  increased  iuiports  of  corn,  flour,  and 
other  foodstull's.  There  are  ai)oiit  .'>()()  tons  of  sugar  aunually 
hrou^ht  to  this  i)ort  from  Nicarajrua  aiul  (Juatemala. 

Sixty-four  American  vessels  arrived  at  Amapala  dtn-ing;  VM'k  with 
a  total  net  t<mna,a'e  of  lOOJl'i.  Amapala  in  counnon  with  all  Central 
American  Pacific  ports  is  handicapped  hy  poor  steamer  sei'vice,  hut 
as  Honduras  has  compai'atively  little  ex|)ort  freight,  not  all  of  the 
legular  l*acilic  Mail  steamers  touch  at  the  port.  The  heavy  mails 
(jiaicel  iiost  and  ]")erio(licals)  for  the  'legucigalpa  district  come  hy 
way  of  Panama,  and  there  are  fretptent  inter\als  between  mails  of 
a  month  to  six  weeks. 

Preponderance  of  American  Trade — Meat  Cattle. 

Less  than  9  i)er  c^nt  of  the  exports  from  Honduras  in  1015  went 
to  countries  other  than  the  United  States.  Cattle  ^vere  shipped  to 
Central  American  countries  and  Panama,  a  single, shipment  of  hides 
to  Italy,  a  small  package  of  goat  skins  to  (lermany,  a  small  amount 
of  cofl'ee  to  Panama,  England,  and  (iermany.  and  some  coconuts 
to  British  Honduras  and  near-by  islands.  With  regard  to  imports, 
the  classification  of  articles  shows  only  five  general  items  of  goods 
in  Avhich  the  Ignited  States  does  not  lead,  viz,  buttons  from  (ier- 
many,  cotton  thread  and  avooI  cloth  from  England,  cheap  jewelry 
from   England   and   (lermany.   and   sugar   from   Central    America. 

If  a  packing  house  were  established  on  the  north  coast  of  Honduras, 
the  local  stockmen  could  soon  sup})ly  at  least  50,000  head  per  an- 
num for  such  an  enterprise.  Xew  industries  will  necessarily  be  of 
slow  growth  in  Honduras  until  more  adequate  transportation  facili- 
ties are  establislied. 
Openings  for  American  Trade — Public  Improvements. 

Dui'ing  1015  more  re]iresentati\es  of  American  firms  cauie  to 
Tegucigali)a  than  in  previous  years.  These  men  usually  had  a  good 
knowledge  of  Spanish  and  on  initial  visits  their  instructions  were  not 
so  much  to  get  orders  as  to  make  friends.  Traveling  agents  should 
be  able  to  increase  the  trade  in  such  articles  as  haberdashery,  canned  • 
goods,  barber's  supplies,  toilet  articles,  candy,  china  and  earthen 
wai'c,  jewelry,  furniture,  window  glass,  shelf  hardware,  stationery, 
thread  and  notions,  tinware  and  household  utensils.  About  .'^0  motor 
cars  were  iuiported  into  the  Tegucigalpa  district  during  1915.  and 
there  should  be  a  steady  demand  for  gasoline  and  motor  accessories. 

Contracts  for  the  highway  to  the  north  coast  have  been  given  out 
and  considerable  road  machinery  has  already  been  ordered.  The 
(lovernment  also  intends  to  build  a  national  palace  in  Tegiu-igalpa 
as  soon  as  normal  business  conditi(ms  return.  The  Truxillo  Kail- 
road  Co.,  the  Tehi  Kailroad  Co.,  and  Vacarro  Bros.  &  Co.  will  con- 
timie  theii-  railroad-exlensicm  work,  and  the  navigation  of  Lake 
Yojoa  by  light-draft  uiotor  boats  will  connnence.  The  Honduras 
section  of  the  Pan-Ameiican  Kailroad  was  inaugurated  in  January 
of  the  present  year. 
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